
 

  



 

  



Letter from the Vicar, August/September 2020 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

It has been a great blessing that we were able to resume worship, celebrating Holy Communion, at St Mary’s on 

Sunday 9th August. We were worshipping in the Church Hall because the church is being rewired; a very necessary 

job that may last well into September. But it didn’t matter! Things were very strange because we all had to wear 

masks in the building, be very careful about hygiene and keep 2m apart, as much as possible. This will be the pattern 

for the foreseeable future. But the Word of God is not made smaller by being in the Church Hall or wearing masks 

and having to sanitise one’s hands all the time. Jesus, our compassionate God, responds to us in our need, especially 

when we recognise how dependent we are upon Him. As St Paul said, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” We 

stand in the strength of God, as Christians. The great prayer attributed to St Patrick called “The Cry of the Deer”, 

using Kuno Meyer’s translation, begins: 

I arise today 

Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, 

Through belief in the Threeness, 

Through confession of the oneness 

Of the Creator of Creation.    (In David Adam’s book of the same title) 

 

At the break of every day, St Patrick recognised that the Holy Trinity flowed through him, was all around him and he 

could draw strength and protection from it. For Christians, God is the source of our strength, even at times of great 

trial and tribulation, such as our own day. 

 

August 9th is the anniversary of the dropping of an atomic bomb on Nagasaki, only three days after the ‘A bomb’ had 

been dropped on Hiroshima. Many thousands of people died and continued to die long after the war, even up into 

our own time, from the effects of the radiation. A point had been passed in human history which has brought great 

suffering as well as ushering in the modern world of nuclear power. Great benefits flowed with the technology, but 

there was a terrible cost too, which still requires us to question how we use it. God loves all human beings equally, 

whether we share their culture or not. The bombs forced the Japanese government to capitulate, but the strength of 

God was not seen in the victory of the Allied forces but in the way that peace was forged, between very different 

peoples, over the following decades. 

 

People across the world had endured the trials and tribulations of the Second World War, of which 15th August, this 

year, was the 75th anniversary of its end. Victory in Japan Day has been remembered every year since. God was an 

enormous source of strength to so many during the conflict and afterwards. The certainty that people were not 

alone, not disregarded by some haughty and disinterested God, enabled so many to get through the hard times until 

the joy of VJ Day itself. Each year the sacrifice of many service personnel from right across the Commonwealth, the 

peoples of the Far East and the families who  
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lost loved ones is commemorated, so that their sacrifices are not forgotten. You can find out more about the 

individual stories of people who served and of the history of the time by searching for the Royal British Legion 

website. 

 

Lives had been turned upside down by the 2nd World War. But, mercifully, ours are not disrupted by the violence of 

war, although our lives have also been hugely disrupted since the end of March. There will be services each week at 

Saint Mary’s at 10 AM and Church of the Ascension at 9:30 AM. Holy Communion and Morning Prayer will alternate. 

People have worked very hard in both of our churches to make them safe to attend, providing you follow all of the 

advice and guidelines given. The ‘online’ worship is also continuing, on a Sunday morning at 10 AM and on a 

Wednesday at 10 AM. If you want to attend church please ring Helen Moren 01384 270757 for St Mary’s Church or 

Sheila Freeman 01384 357921 for Church of the Ascension. It is essential to book because we only have a limited 

number of places in each church, due to needing to keep everybody 2m apart. Ring me if you want to join the online 

worship and I will tell you how to go about that. 

 

Because we know God is with us, we know we will pass through this time of trial. But we give thanks for the 

sacrifices of so many, 75 years ago, as they fought through their time of trial and, by their sacrifices, ensured that we 

could live in relative freedom and peace now. 

 

With love, 

Giles 

 

 



 



  





 



  



 



 



 



  



  



  



 



 



 

  



  



 

 


